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legend terminates in AB/chiepiscopus), This does not, however, seem to be the case, and the first four letters, owing to want of condition at that margin of the sceatta, are difficult to decipher. I think there is a cross before the legend which, having had the top badly struck, appears to be a T of squat form. If this is a moneyer's name, which I believe, though I am open to conviction on this point, it may be intended for Gudhere, a moneyer of Burgred (853-874), or if the first letter is a C, for Cu^eard, which is the form that Cuthred takes on Ethelred II.'s stycas. This is also a moneyer of Eanred in the form Cu^hard and Cu^heard, but I have not found any of this name with an Eardulf obverse. Although the provenance or find spot of this coin has not hitherto been traceable, it is probable that it was found with copper stycas, as it will be observed that some portions of copper-like metal still adhere to the front portion of the legend on the reverse. I have not noticed this on any of the silver sceattas of previous kings that have come under my observation, and it may be inferred from its worn condition also that it may have formed part of some hoard of later copper stycas of which it was an early silver representative.
Whether we can draw any conclusions from the copper styca in the Montagu collection, described in the catalogue 15 as one of Osred II. (789-790), the successor of Aelfwald I., it would be difficult to say; It is certainly not linked by workmanship to the coins of Aelfwald I.; and the incompleteness of our knowledge as to what was struck during Aethelred L's second reign, and during the twenty-seven days when Osbald, "Dux et Patricius,"
15 Montagu Sale, p. 49.